
Mr Donald Ray Freeburg
August 22, 1937 - July 24, 2022

Donald “Don” Ray Freeburg, at the age 84 of Plattsmouth, NE, peacefully
passed away on July 24th 2022 at Heritage Ridge Memory Care in Bellevue,
NE. 

 Don was born on August 22, 1937 to Herbert Anderson Freeburg and Elthea
Gertrude (Mincer) Freeburg in Spencer, IA. He was raised and schooled in
Plattsmouth and graduated from Plattsmouth High School with the class of
1955. 

 Don met the love of his life, Janice Elaine Wiles, in high school. They were
later united in marriage on June 30, 1957 at Liberty United Methodist Church
in Mynard, NE. To this union, three children were born, Tad, Tim, and Tammy. 

 Don attended and graduated from Tarkio Missouri College in 1962, where he
participated in track and football and was President of the Letterman’s Club
during his senior year. 

 After graduation, Don returned to PHS where he taught all the upper level
science classes. He served as the science department head and was
responsible for implementing practical life science for special needs students
in addition to advanced sciences for college bound high school students. 

 Don received a National Science Foundation Grant and graduated from
Oklahoma State University with a Master’s Degree in Biological Sciences in
1968. He later received a National Science Foundation grant to UNO. He
received a Driver’s Education endorsement form Kearney State and taught
driver’s education during the summer. He also taught anatomy/physiology at



Metro Tech during the summer. 
 While at PHS, he was the freshman girls’ basketball coach for two years and

head girls’ basketball coach for seven years. He was the head girls’ golf coach
and assistant boys’ and girls’ track coach. In 1992, Don was recognized for 25
years of coaching from the Nebraska Coaches Association. 

 Don received his Administrative Endorsement from UNO in 1993 and later
became a part-time Athletic Director at PHS. He received the Plattsmouth
Education Association Outstanding Educator Award in 1998. He retired in
1998 after teaching and coaching for 35 years and then served on the
Plattsmouth Community Schools Board of Education for many years. After
retirement, Don enjoyed woodworking, golf, mowing the acreages, coffee with
his group at Mom’s Cafe and tending to his landscaped yard. 

 Don is survived by his two sons: Dr. Tad Freeburg and wife Lisa of Omaha,
NE; Tim Freeburg of Plattsmouth, NE; his daughter Tammy Freeburg of
Plattsmouth, NE; three grandchildren: Connor Freeburg of Omaha, NE; Jill
Eggert and her husband Alex of Plattsmouth, NE; Julia Freeburg of
Plattsmouth, NE; great granddaughters: Elliot & Emery Eggert; sister in law:
Jean Wiles of Plattsmouth, NE; and numerous nieces, nephews, cousins, and
friends. 

 Don was preceded in death by his parents: Herbert and Elthea Freeburg; his
wife: Janice Freeburg; his brother: DeWayne Freeburg; his brother in law:
Alan Wiles; his sister in law: Nadine Freeburg; and his nephew: Alan Wiles. 

 Visitations will be held from 1:00 to 8:00 PM with the family greeting relatives
and friends from 6:00 to 8:00 PM, Friday July 29, 2022 at Roby Funeral Home
in Plattsmouth. 

 A Funeral Service will be held at 10:00 AM, Saturday, July 30, 2022 at the
Plattsmouth High School Auditorium with Pastor Belinda Davidson officiating. 

 Pallbearers will be Bill Allgeier, Charlie Caverzagie, Alex Eggert, Donnie
Freeburg, Connor Freeburg, Craig Wiles, Jeff Wiles, and Roger Wiles. 

 His final resting place will be at Oak Hill Cemetery in Plattsmouth. 
 Memorials made to the family will be distributed to an Alzheimer’s Association



and a fund created to support underprivileged student athletes.



Cemetery Details

Oak Hill Cemetery

149 Oak Hill Road
Plattsmouth, NE 68048
(402) 298-8046

Previous Events

Visitation

JUL 29. 1:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Roby Funeral Home
346 Ave. A
Plattsmouth, NE 68048
(402) 296-3123
robyfuneralhome@charter.net
https://www.robyfuneralhome.com

Funeral Service

JUL 30. 10:00 AM (CT)

Plattsmouth High School
1916 E. Highway 34
Plattsmouth, NE 68048
(402) 296-3322
http://www.pcsd.org

mailto:robyfuneralhome@charter.net
https://www.robyfuneralhome.com/
http://www.pcsd.org/


Interment

JUL 30 (CT)

Oak Hill Cemetery
149 Oak Hill Road
Plattsmouth, NE 68048
(402) 298-8046

Following Funeral Service at Plattsmouth High School
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October 09, 2023 at 12:23 PM

Mr Donald Ray Freeburg

Mary R Hatch - July 28, 2022 at 08:43 PM

My sincere condolences to Mr. Freeburg's family. If I remember
correctly, I believe I had him in my Biology class. I always liked him
(and secretly had a small crush on him; thought he was very
handsome). Sounds like he had a full and rewarding life. Keep his
memories close.

Colin Case (Hudson, Wisconsin) - July 28, 2022 at 06:06 PM

Colin Case (Hudson, Wisconsin) purchased the F
loor Plant for Sympathy for the family of Mr
Donald Ray Freeburg.

July 28, 2022 at 05:01 PM

Blue & White Sympathy Standing Spray was
purchased for the family of Mr Donald Ray
Freeburg.

https://www.robyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=784&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.robyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=784&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.robyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=784&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.robyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=637&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.robyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=637&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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July 28, 2022 at 02:36 PM

Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket was
purchased for the family of Mr Donald Ray
Freeburg.

Shirley Husz - July 28, 2022 at 09:47 AM

My condolences to all of the family. Mr. Freeburg was one GREAT
science teacher! Hard, but always there for his students. He's one
of my fondest memories of PHS. Shirley Thun Husz

Scott McKnight - July 28, 2022 at 12:21 AM

Our thoughts and prayers are with you guys.
Don was a big reason I went into medicine.
Mom and Dad loved him and Janice! He'll be
missed and not forgotten! I am out of the
country or I'd see you at the service.

July 27, 2022 at 09:06 PM

Blue & White Sympathy Standing Spray was
purchased for the family of Mr Donald Ray
Freeburg.

https://www.robyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=639&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.robyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=639&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.robyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=637&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.robyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=637&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Daniel Smith - July 27, 2022 at 04:44 PM

My brother was one of Don’s best friends. David Smith was part of
the 3D’s, Dave ,Don and Dean Biles. Don had a blue 47 4 door
Plymouth with sweet sounding pipes. Rode to camp with them, and
cruised main a few times.

Gladys Robbins Caskey - July 27, 2022 at 04:25 PM

I do remember the green Ford, and how about the “3 D’s, special
music by Don, Dean and David!

Gladys Caskey and family - July 27, 2022 at 03:02 PM

Gladys Caskey and family purchased the Red, W
hite & Blue Large Sympathy Vase Arrangement
for the family of Mr Donald Ray Freeburg.

July 27, 2022 at 01:56 PM

Peace, Prayers, & Blessings- Lavender and Whit
e was purchased for the family of Mr Donald Ray
Freeburg.

https://www.robyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=702&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.robyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=702&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.robyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=702&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.robyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4276&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.robyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4276&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.robyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4276&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


Mary
Brasfield

Mary Brasfield - July 27, 2022 at 12:54 PM

Mr Freeburg was my sophomore year Blue Biology teacher. We had
a wonderful learning experience thanks to him and his teaching
style. My condolences to the family.

BT

Bruce Tepfer - July 27, 2022 at 09:02 PM

My sincere condolences to the Freeburg family on the passing of
Don.....he was a dear friend along with his family & relatives for so
many wonderful years at Shore Acres, Big Spirit Lake, Iowa.....God
Bless You Don!!! Rest in peace!!!

MP

Melanie (Engle) Patera - July 28, 2022 at 02:02 PM

So sorry to hear of Don's passing . My condolences to his family and
close friends. He did so much for education in Plattsmouth. He was my
favorite high school teacher! I was his student aide for two years '76-
'78. He was my inspiration for my future work in the medical field. Rest
in peace! 

 Melanie (Engle) Patera


